
Mamacs Retreat
By Duncan McMonagle

Welcome to Mamacs Retreat Golf Club

HOLE NAMES

1. Double Trouble
2. Sahara
3 Temptation
4 Long
5 Redan
6 Road (Reverse)
7 Biarritz
8 Island
9 Cape (Kummel Hut*)
10 Seth's Double Dogleg
11 Short
12 Brancaster
13 Double Dogleg
14 Reef
15 Mamac's Folly
16 Merion
17 Eden
18 Home

Mamacs Retreat is an 18-Hole Championship golf 
course built with tournament play in mind off the 
back tees, but hopefully offers a fair test for golfers 
of all abilities.

Situated on a sandy peninsula, the course features 
large sandy waste areas which impact and dictate 
strategy, and a large lake which features strongly 
on a number of holes.

The course offers a modern twist on classic golf 
hole design and should offer plenty of strategic 
variety and shot making options depending on the 
conditions and the golfer’s ambition(!).

The design was inspired by numerous trips to the 
great golf courses of Great Britain and Ireland 
with my father - “Mamac” to his grandchildren - and 
is dedicated to his memory after he passed away on 
1st January 2011. My father introduced me to the 
game of golf, taught me its rules, its etiquette, and 
when to give the opposition a 3ft putt for a half…
All of which I will always be truly thankful for.

A number of the hole names will be familiar, however these are not intended as direct 
replicas, more inspired by the general strategy or spirit of the original holes. Some will 
be recognisable from the classic courses of the UK built PRE-1900s whilst others are 
inspired by what is now considered the ‘Golden Age’ of golf course Architecture -
dominated by such creative talents as Dr. Alistair Mackenzie, Charles Blair Macdonald, 
and A. W. Tillinghast. There are a couple of holes also based on well known holes who, 
although given a very different treatment at MRGC, will retain there names out of 
respect for the originals. These include the 12th ‘Brancaster’ – based on the 8th at Royal 
West norfolk (or ‘Brancaster as it is known locally) and the 16th “Merion” which owes 
much to the original but has an extra option off the tee to toughen up the challenge 
of the tee shot. Yet other holes are purely fiction based entirely on the plot and 
natural strategic opportunities, these include the 1st, 3rd, 15th and 18th.

N.B. Mamacs Retreat features fast, undulating greens/green surrounds and is not intended to be 
played on the “Very Dry” setting in pGA2000 which renders anything other than a flat green 
practically unplayable.

*Kümmel, also called kummel or kimmel, is a sweet, colorless liqueur flavored with caraway seed, 
cumin, and fennel that originated from Holland during the late 16th century. It is a favourite in 
many established golf clubs in the UK and is the perfect tonic half way through a round on a 
cold rainy day on the british coastline!


