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Section 13.  SUMMARY

Well, that is about all I can think of that you need to know to be a competitive player.  As I write it all down, there certainly is a lot to know.  

Now, it's a matter of digesting all this stuff and applying it.

I will close with the same advice I gave in the Introduction:

1. Considering all factors, determine what yardage a given shot will play

2. Set up a club to get that exact yardage
Then you just make your side wind and side slope adjustments and hit the ball as clean as you can.
Always try to set up a shot so that you can hit the club at full power.  This takes the unpredictable, guesswork “feel” out of the picture.
Sometimes, it just don’t work right

Even if you master all the mechanics and you set up a shot perfectly, there are times when a shot just simply doesn’t work the way it should.  You can get lagged out by the server.  Your computer might be sluggish because something is running in the background.  Your mouse may be dirty (yes, even optical mice).  Humidity can be a factor.  Sometimes a club “just goes dead” during a shot.   Other times, the club might hit 10-15 yards long.  There are lots of things that can and do happen.  In fact, the unpredictable things keep the game interesting.
Fortunately, most shots do work right, so if you get a bad one, forget it and move on.

Focus on the important parts

Don’t get me wrong, driving is important, but most everyone can become a fairly good driver.   However, driving is really a small part of the game.  The real finesse part of the game starts after the drive.  

If you think about it, about 2/3 of the strokes in a game are from about 150 yards on into the cup.  So, if I were you, I would focus on that part of the game…. Approach shots, chipping and putting.  That is where most games are won or lost (in the real world too).

Play to your strengths

Over time, everyone develops “favorite” clubs.  You will have your “favorite” clubs too.  Ones you have confidence in, and are dependable for you.  No doubt, you will also have a club or two that you hate.  If so, look for something to replace them (see Section 03).
Maybe you will become a wizard with a Pitching Wedge.  If so, leave yourself shots in PW range.  Maybe you hit a 7W better than you do a 5 iron.  If so, use the 7W and lose the 5 iron.  
Maybe you have better results by extending lower clubs than you do by cutting back higher clubs to fit a shot.  If so, do that.  It is a matter of feel and confidence in your technique.  Once you master the basic mechanics, then the “feel” part of the game takes you to the next level.  

Above all, practice and have fun.  Win or lose, treat others as you like to be treated.  Try to remember that this is, after all, just a game.
Hope this helps…. Happy golfing    [image: image1.wmf]
